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2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS
There’s that word again.  Did you notice it in the reading from St. Paul?

NOW, he says.  NOW is the day of salvation!

A couple weeks ago we heard it in the mouth of Jesus when he preached at his home congregation:  TODAY, he said.  TODAY this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.

TODAY...NOW.  Different words, but the same point.  Both call us to focus on what God is up to, how God is present, where God is showing up not yesterday, not tomorrow, but right now…today. 

As we cross the threshold into Lent, we are invited to view tonight’s liturgy and this 40 day pilgrimage we’re beginning, as something that is contemporary; something that is happening now.  In other words, we’re not just rehearsing the same old story; we’re traveling it now, with God as our guide.

During our Wednesdays together this season we’ll be gathering beneath the cross of Jesus, listening to texts and hearing reflections about what his cross means for us and for all.  

And one thing we’ll be encouraged to do there is to bring our questions:

· What are you doing there, on the cross, Lord?  What are you up to?

· What does your cross teach us about our God?  

· What is its message for us?  

· How have I, how do I, make sense of the cross in my own life?

Over the next five weeks, lay people from our two communities, as well as we pastors, will be sharing our reflections on these and other questions, and we hope you will come back for more.  

As crucial as the cross is, it’s a reality that’s hard to wrap our minds around.  So we are all invited to bring our questions—both answered and unanswered—and our experiences together, as we try to understand what the cross means for our lives today. 

Now, back to 2nd Corinthians.

Have you ever entered a room and found yourself witness to a conversation that, obviously, has been going on for a while, and now, having entered it mid-stream, you try your best to get your bearings?

Well, tonight’s reading from 2nd Corinthians is kind of like that.

The congregation Paul founded in Corinth had many talented and gifted individuals, and yet they struggled mightily to put their newfound faith into practice in the context of the culture where one-up-man-ship was king.  The gospel of a crucified God/Man seemed like pure folly and Paul labored hard to interpret the gospel in terms they could understand.

After a tearful exchange of letters and at least one painful visit by him, Paul writes to them once again hoping to rebuild his relationship with them.

In chapter 4 he encourages them with words that seem directed as much to himself as to them:

Since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart…for it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

He goes on:

But we carry the treasure of this gospel ministry in the clay jars of our lives.

Beneath the cross of Jesus, it becomes clear that we’re not all we’re cracked up to be.

And yet, God chooses to work through us, fragile collection of crack-pots that we are, in order to share good news and get things done in the world. 

“The love of God urges us on,” Paul writes, “because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died.  And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.”

Beneath the cross of Jesus we discover that death, rather than being the end, has become by God’s design, a new beginning.

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation...all this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.

Beneath the cross of Jesus we discover our new vocation:  we are servants of reconciliation; we are servants of shalom; we are conduits of grace.  And each TODAY, every NOW, our relationship with God is made new, and because of this, our friendship with one another is a given.

What remains then?  To live that new relationship every moment, every NOW, as we gather at the Table, and as we leave here and move out into our circles of relationship, wherever they may be. 

Prayer:

Saving God, you call us in Christ to a ministry of reconciliation.  Thank you for that gift.

Grant us the will and the ability to live out our call among the people and within the relationships which populate our daily lives.  Through Christ our Lord.
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